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Good morning, everyone!

Welcome to the Greater Nanaimo Chamber of Commerce Christmas Luncheon. Coastal 

Community Credit Union, ACE courier services, Turley's florist, The Wolf 106.9 FM, and The 

Wave 102.3 FM are delighted to have you here today. We are hundreds of members who 

have been passionately championing 90,504 people in Nanaimo and many more on 

Vancouver Island. We proudly belong to a chamber that has served this community for the 

past 125 years. That is a milestone! 

I would like to acknowledge Renee Bohun, from Operations and Events, who made this 

gathering possible, as well as all the staff that worked behind the scenes. 

Christmas is a celebration like no other because it embodies a plethora of values and 

commendable behaviours: happiness, sharing, kindness, mindfulness, caring, love, 

integration, and it is one of the most fruitful business seasons for most of us, I must say. It is 

also a time for introspection. And talking about introspection, have you ever wondered what 

life’s most persistent question is? Any takers? No?  According to Martin Luther King Jr. "Life's 

most persistent question is, 'What are you doing for others?”

Do not worry! It is not a surprise test! We are empowering this community either by excelling 

at offering goods and services, engaging in social responsibility initiatives, as employers or all

of the above. “It is the season to be jolly”, indeed! Give yourselves a pat on the back for such 

a wonderful year. 
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Please allow me to remind you that we have gone through the Provincial General Election, 

felt exhilarated with the 150th anniversary of Canada, braved wildfires, seen new generations 

graduating, made the most of each season, you name it. Why? Former Governor General of 

Canada Adrienne Clarkson in her book Belonging: The paradox of citizenship has the answer:

"Several million years ago, in the Great Rift Valley  (that runs from Lebanon to Mozambique), 

one of our earliest ancestors sat by a fire, shaping humanity's first tool, a hand axe. These 

exquisite objects are the first utterance of a new emergent consciousness: dig, cut, scrape, 

chop, pierce, hammer; actions that speak of social organization, extended families living and 

working together to secure their survival. I am what I am because of what others have been in

the past, and what I am now in the present will be a part of me in the future. This sense of 

connectedness, this symbiosis of all humanity, is the very essence of what we can be for each

other and how we belong to each other." Amazingly, some of the objects and activities she 

mentioned are still related to the goods and services we craft.

We amalgamate a spectacular variety of professional and cultural backgrounds. We represent

many different sectors: construction equipment and contractors; family, community and civic 

organizations; finance and insurance; government, education and individuals; home and 

garden; industrial supplies and travel, among others. Diversity breeds innovation and 

innovation breeds business success. Stephen Covey, who wrote The 7 Habits of Highly 

Effective People, said: “Strength lies in differences, not in similarities.” So, take this 

opportunity to get to know each other if you have not yet. You never know which doors could 

open. I am extremely excited about this opportunity to connect with you. 

Let us keep building on this proud legacy for Nanaimo in 2018!

Merry Christmas!
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